
Mu Alpha Theta is a club that focuses on mathematical ac-
ademics. The club competes with other schools that have Mu 
Alpha Thetas. Over twenty-three thousand schools across the 
United States of America participate in Mu Alpha Theta, Gulf 
Coast, being one of them. The club encourages students to 
excel in mathematics. You must maintain a high GPA and have 
passed at least two years of college preparatory math, which 
includes algebra 1 and geometry. GPA, must be at least a 3.0 
for in mathematics. Ms. Walters, the clubs sponsor, teaches 
that the club’s name “Mu Alpha Theta” literally means math 
in Greek ( Mu Alpha Theta). Its main goal is to inspire and 
build a keen and strong interest in mathematics within the stu-
dents participating. Another goal, is to create a firm scholarship 
in mathematics for the students. An additional goal is for Mu 
Alpha Theta to “promote the enjoyment of math,” says Ms. 

Walters. The club performs in math competitions and each one 
of the competitions focuses on a specific subject of mathemat-
ics which include subjects like Calculus, Pre-calculus, Algebra 
II, Geometry, Algebra I, and Statistics. At both state and na-
tional competitions, there are only three subjects being com-
peted in. The first of the three subjects is Theta, which includes 
Geometry and Algebra II. The second of the three subjects is 
Alpha, which is Pre-Calculus and Calculus. Then, there is Mu, 
which is only done in national competitions. Mu Alpha Theta 
was originally created in 1957 by Dr. Richard V. Andree and 
Josephine Andree and was founded at the University of Okla-
homa in Norman, Oklahoma. You can earn a number of awards 
and scholarships from Mu Alpha Theta competitions. You can 
win awards such as the Kalin award, which began in 1981, the 
Sister Scholastica Award, which appeared in 1986 and 1995, 

the Andree Award, which started in 1987 to encourage students 
to teach mathematics, the Rubin Award, which began in 2004, 
2015’s Regional Sponsor Award, and the Governor’s’ Award, 
for Leadership and Service, which also began in 2015. There is 
also another program called the Vectors Scholarship Program 
which began in 2006. It rewards students for their outstanding 
performance and motivation to strive in Mu Alpha Theta and 
mathematics in general. The Scholarship program can provide 
as much money as $200,000 according to Mu Alpha Theta’s 
website. 

There are so many ways to be provided with scholarships 
through Mu Alpha Theta and it is a wonderful club to be seen 
on a college resume. If in need any more information you can 
contact Ms. Walters. The Mu Alpha Theta club meets in room 
5-251 every Wednesday during lunch.
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Wouldn’t you love to get volunteer hours while hanging out with 
friends? The Key Club consists of a bunch of student volunteers 
who participate in various events, such as food drives, Unicef, and 
Christmas stocking handouts. The Gulf Coast High School Key 
Club president is Wyatt Focht, a sophomore at Gulf Coast. He and 
Shelby Luckey organize the meetings and events. They also send 
out messages keeping everyone in touch with upcoming meetings 
and events with the club. One of the more recent events Key Club 
was involved in was Meal of Hope at North Naples Middle School. 

   This club open to anyone who wants to get involved, but it can 
especially be helpful for freshman trying to get volunteer hours 
and learn leader ship skills.  Freshman, Violet Aune said that her 
favorite part about being in key club is, “helping the community 

by putting in time and effort, and learning about the great city of 
Naples.” Many students join not only to help the community but 
to also gain volunteer hours that some may have trouble getting. 

   The Key Club is not just local, it is an international high school 
organization that is sponsored by the Kiwanis International. The 
high school students in Key Club carry out the Kiwanis mission: as 
stated by the Kiwanis their mission is to, “serve the children of the 
world.” Key Club members not only help out their community but 
they also learn leadership skills. Key Club has been around since 
1925 and it started in Sacramento, California where they held the 
first ever Key Club meeting. Key Club started as just an idea by 
two Kiwanis club members who were also high school adminis-
trators. It got its name from the key boys that where at the admin-

istrator’s school. The key boys joined the club, and thus the name 
formed. The club started out as a guidance program and is now a 
service organization. Florida even held the first Key Club district 
in 1939. Key club is the oldest and largest service program in high 
schools and as of 2010 there are thirty-seven countries involved, 
more than 270,000 members, and 5,000 clubs. Since Key Club 
has been around for many years there are definitely some notable 
alumni. A countless number of alumni are well known celebrities 
such as, Brad Pitt, Tom Cruise, Elvis Presley and many more. 

   Joining Key Club does is not just going to give you your volun-
teer hours. It is a way to give back to your community and to gain 
leadership skills that will carry you throughout life. 

Math + Gulf Coast = Mu Alpha Theta
by Katie O’Brien

Hold the Keys to Becoming a Leader by Helping 
Your Community! 



Suzanne Weyn is an American 
author who is originally from Long 
Island, New York. She has written 
more than fifty novels and short 
stories, which are mainly science 
fiction, historical fiction, romantic 
comedy, children’s literature, and 
young adult’s literature. She gradu-
ated from Nassau Community Col-
lege and Binghamton University, and 
has earned a Master’s of Science in 
teaching adolescents from Pace Uni-
versity.

Before she commenced her writ-
ing career, Weyn was an editor for 
the teenage magazine Starlog Press. 
She was also an editor for Scholastic, 
Inc. Additionally, she taught multiple 
types of writing classes at New York 
University and the City College of 
New York, consisting of expository 
and business. 

 Aside from Distant Waves, Weyn 
is best known for her other works en-
titled The Bar Code Tattoo, The Bar 
Code Rebellion, and The Bar Code 
Prophecy. The Bar Code Tattoo was 
translated to German and nominated 
for the Jugendliteraturpreis, which is 
an award for youth literature that is 
provided by the German government. 
It was also recognized in the Amer-
ican Library Association’s 2005 
Quick Pick for Reluctant Young 
Adult Readers. 

We have all heard the story of the 
ship called the Titanic, but Distant 
Waves tells the story from an entirely 
different perspective. The novel is a 
combination of historical fiction and 
fantasy as the time period, location, 
and some characters were indeed 
factual, but the story is made up and 
consists of technology that does not 
exist today. 

Jane Taylor is a teenage girl that 
lives with her mother, Maude, and 
four sisters, Mimi, Amelie, Emma, 
and Blythe, in nineteenth century 
America. Her mother is a medium 
that is grieving the death of her hus-
band, who passed away due to small-
pox. In order to create a fresh start 
for herself and her family, Maude de-
cides to move to a small town called 
Spirit Vale, located near New York 
City. 

During the train ride, there is 
an earthquake that splits open the 
ground and sends parts of buildings 
plummeting. The family is saved by a 
man named Nikola Tesla, whom they 
observe smashing a small device, 
which is what caused the earthquake. 
He explains to them that he believes 
everything in the world vibrates, and 
at certain frequencies, humans have 
the ability to travel through time. He 
becomes Jane’s role model, and after 
their encounter, she spends her days 
collecting books and newspaper arti-
cles about him. 

The Oneida-Taylors reside in Spirit 

Vale, where they are initially forced 
to stay in an inn and work for shel-
ter because of their lack of money. 
Maude practices spiritualism, and 
eventually grows to be very popular 
in the town. Soon, she is able to move 
her girls out of the inn and into their 
own house. 

In 1911, Jane and Mimi run away 
to New York together to attempt to 
find Nikola Tesla once again. They 
are successful, and Jane falls in love 
with Tesla’s assistant, Thad. Mimi 
lands a job working as the assistant 
to a wealthy French woman, Ninette, 
and travels away to Europe with her. 
Upon leaving New York City, Thad 
learns that Jane is only sixteen years 
old, four years younger than him-
self. He does not write to her after he 
learns of her age. 

After a period of time, Mimi 
contacts her family while she is in 
London, England because there is a 
psychic’s and medium’s convention 
that is to be held. The Oneida-Tay-
lor family travels to London for the 
convention, where it is discovered 
that the twins, Amelie and Emma, 
have the same supernatural gift as 
their mother. They were able to have 
the deceased Queen Victoria com-
municate with Conan Doyle, who 
was also at the convention. It is there 
that Mimi reveals she will be sailing 
on the new ship, the Titanic, and her 
youngest sister Blythe wants to expe-
rience it as well. 

A man from the convention, W.T. 
Stead, predicted that the Titanic 
would sink while Mimi and Blythe 
were on it. Therefore, Jane, Ame-
lie, and Emma boarded the vessel to 
attempt to convince them to get off 
before it was too late. Along the way, 
Jane runs into none other than Thad, 
who is aboard the ship with Nikola 
Tesla. He professes his love to her 
and apologizes for the mistakes he 
has made. The girls realize they were 
probably just being superstitious and 
stay on the ship.

Mimi decides to marry Ninette’s 
butler while on the ship at a beautiful 
ceremony. During the wedding, Tesla 
wants to test a machine he invented, 
claiming it will break all the ice out 
on the ocean. Jane recognizes it as the 
earthquake machine from so many 
years ago. The machine malfunctions 
and an iceberg gets too close. The Ti-
tanic hits the ice, and Jane and Tesla 
urge as many people as possible to 
escape in life boats. The ship is sink-
ing, but Tesla says he has another in-
vention that could save everyone on 
board – a time machine. 

Does the machine work? What hap-
pens to Jane and Tesla? To Mimi, and 
the rest of Jane’s sisters? Find out the 
ending of this emotional tale by read-
ing Suzanne Weyn’s Distant Waves. 
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   In 2010, 63% of families re-
ported hunger in Southwest Florida 
alone (cfcollier.org). Saturday Jan-
uary 5, 2017 was a rainy day for 
Collier County, but that didn’t stop 
volunteers from helping at the Meals 
of Hope event held at North Naples 
Middle School. Students from Pal-
metto Ridge, Barron Collier, and 
Gulf Coast High School were in at-
tendance, along with various Girl 
Scout troops, and families in the 
community. There were 9 tables set 
up, with people on both sides filling 
bags full of macaroni noodles, cheese 
packets, and grain. Others had the 

job of tending to the people at the 
tables, replenishing the food, taping 
up boxes, etc. 

   The middle school cafeteria was 
full of positive energy as people from 
different table stations cheered when-
ever they filled a box full of meals, to 
later be given to families all through-
out Collier County. “Meals of Hope 
is about a bunch of people working 
together to feed others and get meals 
out to the community,” says Wyatt 
Focht, The Gulf Coast Key Club 
President (10th). “People come to get 
volunteer hours, but once they expe-
rience these events for themselves, 

and see how much fun they are, they 
come back for more.” Seniors Alexia 
Valdi Via and Ashley Johnson from 
Barron Collier shared some informa-
tion about the event as well. They 
were waiting for a table that needed 
help with supplies.

  Alexia said “We were the ‘run-
ners’, helped replenish the foods and 
took empty boxes from tables. We’ve 
been doing this event for a couple 
years now.” Both had smiling facing 
and were full of energy. Ashley said 
“It’s really fun because they make 
it competitive. Like last year they 
had different high schools compete 

against each other, and who ever had 
the most food packaged received an 
award at the end.”

Mike Popper, the man behind it all, 
mentioned that Meals of Hope has 
been around for about 9 years, and 
has packaged over 36 million meals 
in that time frame. 

“We’re just about feeding the com-
munity. Today we packaged 55,000 
meals, and they will go to the Harry 
Chapin Food Bank, were they will 
then be distributed to families all 
across Collier County.” “It’s great to 
see these kids come out to help for 2 
hours and make a difference.” 

  The Harry Chapin Food bank is 
located in Fort Myers and is named 
after the playwright, poet, song-
writer, and recording artist who was 
known for his passion and great ef-
forts of helping to end hunger in his 
lifetime (harrychapinfoodbank.org).  

  This event would not have been 
as successful as it was without all of 
these people taking a stand and giv-
ing back to the community. Such an 
excellent way to spend the first Sat-
urday of 2017!

Model U.N. Chomps on the Competition!
by Zya Crawford

The following is a list of all students 
who won individual awards:

1st Place
Jordan Waldrop

Marcos Damien- Noyola
Stevie Gauta

Carly Lindsay
Elisabeth Govern

Madi Tedrow
Michael Mizell
Jenia Browne

 2nd Place
Jessica Butehorn

Gabe Rosales
Emily Sage

Spencer Gauta

Just this past weekend Model UN went to the University of 
Florida for a conference and competition. As a result of the effort 
of every member of the team, the Gulf Coast Model UN team 
took first place with their Best Large Delegation win, 1st place 
overall! GCMUN also won the following individual awards:  8 
first place awards, 4 second place awards, 3 third place awards, 
and 6 fourth place awards.

Model UN is a basic replica competition for high school stu-
dents, modeled after the actual United Nations organization that’s 
based in New York. Gulf Coast High School is super competi-
tive with Model UN and participate in tons of competitions all 
throughout the United States. However, the previous competition 
was held right in our home state at the University of Florida. 
Students got to meet new people, participate in committees, and 
explore the University of Florida campus. Students are taught to 
interact and collaborate with the people in their committee and be 
able to put all of their ideas together to create resolutions to com-
plex international problems that we face in the world right now. 

When asked why others should join Model UN, Lexi Holt (9th) 
said:

 “Joining this club was one of the best academic decisions I’ve 
ever made for myself. You gain stronger social/speaking skills, 
create bonds and friendships, learn more about the world around 
you, and have unforgettable memories throughout the trip. And 
it’s even more exciting possibly placing in a competition.”

 If you’re wanting to know about how world leaders deal with 
global issues while meeting new people, traveling, and having 
fun, then Model UN is right for you!

List of award recipients continued: 
3rd Place

Lydia McCurdy
Robert Beatty

Kacie O’Connor
 4th Place

Peyton Batiato
Zia Barnes

Claire Bower
Alyssa Zinn

Catherine Schilling
Jose Chang
Kendall Roy
Olivia Ricard

 Position Paper Awards
Jordan Waldrop
Jessica Butehorn
Elisabeth Govern

Connor Bligh

By Zya Crawford

Sharks Bring Home Best Large Delegation

Gulf 
Coast 
Takes 
Part in 

“Meals of 
Hope”



Gulf Coast’s Girls Varsity Soccer team 
took an unfortunate loss against the talented 
Knights from North Fort Myers on the 10th 
of January. The Sharks fought long and hard 
for the win being that this was the penultimate 
game of their regular season. 

 The game began with the aggres-
sion coming on strong from the visiting end 
of the field. This confidence did not bring the 
Sharks down. Freshmen Remey Harris helped 
to keep the defense together throughout the 
game by preserving the defensive line by 
rarely letting am opponent pass her. Monica 
Makram defended beside Harris during this 
game. Makram dove several times to sweep 
the ball away from the Knight’s feet. Harris 
and Makram worked together to keep things 
afloat. 

By first quarter water break, the score board 
still read 0-0. A few minutes later, North Fort 
Meyers made the first goal of the game. This 
didn’t seem to bring down the Lady Sharks’ 
efforts to play their best. Goalie, Vionna 
Konica, continued to make astounding saves 
throughout the duration of the game. A Knight 
offender dribbled her way through the Sharks 
defensive line and took a powerful attempt at 
scoring. Konica dove across the goal and cap-
tured the ball straight into her chest leaving the 
crowd awestruck. 

Several impressive plays were made by 
Paula Gomes during the game. In one instance, 
Gomes stole the ball from a Knight, passed it 
through her legs, and sent it straight to Grace 
Hansen. Hansen then took the ball down the 
field and out of the grasp of North Fort Mey-

ers. The Sharks were given a free kick that 
Gomes took from the half way mark and sent 
it sailing towards the opposing goal. 

This game was full of free kicks given to the 
Sharks, in fact, over five were taken. Although 
aggression is a positive attribute to the game 
of soccer, when grabbing and pushing is in-
corporated fouls tend to be called. One of the 
free kicks was taken by Grace Hansen in the 
penalty box. Unfortunately, North Fort Meyers 
sent to ball to the other end of the field. 

Madison Adragna seemed to be the target for 
fouls from the other team during the game. At 
one point, the Sharks were given a free kick 
when a Knight pulled on Adragna’s jersey. 
Not too long after that, Adragna was fouled 
again. Jule Saurbier took a perfect free kick 
from the half way mark. The ball curved, but 
landed right in the hands of the goalie. 

For a change in pace, a foul was called on 
Gulf Coast with about twenty minutes left 
in the game. The Sharks formed a defensive 
wall in front of the goal in hopes to deflect 
any game changers. They did their job and de-
fended the goal. North fort took a few more 
shots before the game ended and eventually 
wrapped up the game for both teams. 

Our Sharks will be moving on into their 
post-season games with confidence despite a 
loss here and there. They have become a stron-
ger team through the season and as far as this 
game goes, Head Coach Voorhees feels that 
they “couldn’t have play any better”. Keep an 
eye out for our Gulf Coast Ladies soccer pro-
gram as they come back for a win time and 
time again. 

The Sharks beat out their rivals, the Cougars, at 
the Shark Tank on Friday night in a non-confer-
ence game by a score of 70-56. This win was the 
Sharks’ eighth win of the season and the Cougars’ 
eighteenth loss. Last year’s match up against Barron 
Collier was a much closer game with a win by the 
Sharks of 45-42. 
 Wanting to keep their streak alive, Gulf 
Coast was prepared to play a more offensively 
oriented game in the first half to start off with a lead 
the Cougars would not be able to come back from. 
The Sharks began to dominate on the court towards 
the final minutes of the first quarter and through-
out the second quarter. This style of play has been 
successful in past games and matches the team’s 
scoring average of over thirty points in the first 
halves of their games.
 Gulf Coast kept Barron Collier’s players 
on their toes with good communication and effec-
tive passing. The Sharks finished out the second 
quarter expecting the Cougars to return after half-
time with faster paced play. When the third quarter 
began, Barron Collier gained more possession of 

the ball and improved their passing. However, the 
Sharks responded with dynamic defensive plays and 
numerous steals from the Cougar offense.
 The third quarter had a lot of back and 
forth play between the rival schools that made the 
crowd anxious to see what would happen next. Gulf 
Coast slowed down the pace of the play and took 
back possession of the ball to prevent the Cougars 
from closing the lead they had created earlier in the 
match up. As the third quarter came to a close, the 
Sharks knew all they had to do was play defensively 
to clench the win. 
 In the final quarter of the game, the 
Cougars were unable to make their plays connect 
or push past the Shark defense to gain points on 
the board. Gulf Coast was pleased with finishing 
the game with a fourteen-point lead and the crowd 
seemed even more excited. Next, the Sharks face off 
against the Naples High School Golden Eagles on 
Tuesday, January 24 in an away game. Good luck, 
Gulf Coast!
 
 

Sharks Take a Hit, But Swim with Pride!
By:  Olivia Paccione

Gulf Coast Basketball Clenches Win Over Barron Collier
By: Madelyn Morey

       Beware When You                Enter Shark Waters
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